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“NOT THE RIGHT WAY TO GO”

That’s what President Obama said
about Arizona’s egregious immigration
law, which promotes racial proyling

by state law enforcement ofycials in

the enforcement of immigration laws.
Outrage at the law and its spirit spread
across the nation. But so did copycat
politics. In the months since its passage,
twenty states have passed or proposed
similar legislation. Seven of those states
are among the top 10 population centers
for Arab Americans—who may become
targets of these laws.

That’s why AAI has become involved

in combating this type of legislation.

In the last two months, we’ve held
strategy meetings with Arab American
elected ofycials, including Arizona State
Representative Matt Heinz and State
Senator Paula Aboud. We're mobilizing
other ethnic communities around the
implication of this trend, and we're
providing guidance and coordination

to combat it. We're getting the word

out about other insidious proposals,
including the newer Arizona law
targeting “ethnic studies” classes which
could have negative consequences for
Middle East studies programs. And we're
educating our community members
about the role their votes can play in
stopping this trend. With elections less
than six months away, this promises—

rightly—to be a hot-button issue. AAI
is going to make sure it's an issue at
the forefront of the national debate on
security and civil liberties.

Weire keeping racial proyling on the
table with federal agencies, too, making
sure the topic was front-and-center

in White House and Congressional
brieyngs, and in meetings and
correspondence with Secretary of
Homeland Security Janet Napolitano
and Attorney General Eric Holder.

And our efforts have met with

success, including amendment of the
Transportation Safety Administration’s
Screening Guideline targeting
individuals (including US citizens)
traveling to and from 14 countries—13 of
which were Muslim or Middle Eastern
countries. Our complaint, made directly
to the Secretary of Homeland Security
and in follow-up discussions with senior
staff at DHS, played an important role in
their decision to terminate this program.

We're sure to see and hear more about
proyling efforts as the election season
goes into high gear, so stay tuned to
aaiusa.org for the latest information

and talking points. Remember to stay

in touch with the folks vying for your
support—Ilet them know that this is a key
issue for our community and for_you.

68 Senators signed on to a letter calling for the U.S. to join the Mine Ban Treaty

54 members of Congress signed on to the McDermott-Ellison letter asking that the US provide
immediate humanitarian relief to citizens of Gaza

19 U.S. Representatives co-sponsored HR 1726, which proposed measures that would stem the
violations of privacy (including seizure of laptops) during border security searches.

Want to know who they were?

Find out in AAI's 2010 Scorecard. Be sure to renew your membership today to receive your copy

in September.






